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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) study the personal background, social and economic
conditions, and agricultural extension support of lead farmers; 2) assess the agricultural
knowledge level of lead farmers; and 3) identify factors affecting the agricultural
knowledge of lead farmers at the Agricultural Productivity Enhancement Learning Center
in Songkhla Province. The study population comprised 262 chairpersons of the network
centers who participated in the 2023 Agricultural Productivity Enhancement Learning
Center Project organized by the Department of Agricultural Extension. Purposive sampling
was used to select 160 chairpersons who had completed all five training courses:
agricultural water systems, new theory agriculture, sufficiency economy, household
accounting, and integrated agriculture. Data were collected wusing a structured
questionnaire and analyzed with descriptive statistics and stepwise multiple regression.

The results showed that: 1) Most farmers were male (81.25%), with an average age
of 57.43 years. The largest group held a bachelor's degree (31.88%). All farmers received
support from government agencies under the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives in
the form of training, knowledge, guidance for solving agricultural problems, and study visits,
with 21.88% receiving budgetary support for agricultural development. The majority
(91.25%) received agricultural information from Department of Agricultural Extension
officers. 2) The agricultural knowledge level of lead farmers was high, with an average
score of 14.43 out of 20. 3) The only independent variable significantly affecting the
agricultural knowledge of lead farmers was budgetary support, with a significance level of
0.01 and an adjusted R-squared of 0.444, indicating that budgetary support could predict
44.40% of the variance in agricultural knowledge. (R* Adjusted =0.444).

Keywords: Leaders Farmer, Farmer’s knowledge, Agricultural Learning Center
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